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Essex Bowls Coaching Association

Bowls Etiquette

Etiquette is a code of behaviour whereby individuals treat one another the way they would like to be treated and it is an especially important part of bowls. All members should practice what is proper and expected behaviour on the green and in the clubhouse. Thoughtfulness and common sense are the keys to etiquette. Some of the below may seem extremely strict for a roll-up but be aware that you might have others on the green playing matches against another club. It will be expected that you comply with everything listed in this instance.

Rules of etiquette include (but are not limited to):

· Punctuality for all games is a courtesy to other players and in some games, there are penalties for latecomers.

· If playing against other clubs, it is usual to introduce your team to your opponents.

· Ensure that all bowls are in one group and 1m behind and to the side of the mat. This avoids accidents on the green.

· A player on the mat ready to bowl - bowling towards you on the next rink - takes priority if they are ready before you and it looks like they are bowling into your rink to accommodate their bias. Be aware so that bowls do not collide!

· Players and spectators at the head end should keep still and quiet when a player is on the mat at the other end. When walking past a rink you should stand still when the bowler at the end away from you is ready to bowl. When their bowl 1s away you may walk on.

· When it is your team's turn to bowl it is your mat and head, and your opponents should be away from both, if they are not. ask them very politely to move over.

· Wait for your skip to tell you which shot you should play. Stay 'in the game' - don't let your concentration wander and do not hold a conversation with anyone on the next rink/ bank/spectator seating.





· There should be no trespassing into neighbouring rinks; this includes going to or from the clubhouse, moving to better see the jack, and particularly when walking from one end of your green to the other. Please be aware of others playing. If you are helping your teammate aim, do not infringe upon neighbouring rinks.

· Walk up the center of the rink with minimum delay if it is not your team's turn to bowl. DO NOT STOP TO CHAT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE RINK - "IT’S NOT YOUR HEAD” and the opposition will be ready to bowl. You will be asked not to do it.

· Stay on the mat to watch your bowl land and as soon as your bowl comes to rest, step off the mat to one side. Though not essential, this is a useful habit of convenience to avoid collisions, as the next bowler will be about to step onto the mat behind you.

· Always show good sportsmanship by acknowledging a display of good skill by another bowler.

· Never applaud lucky shots, never complain about lucky shots, and admit a lucky shot with good grace. Do not celebrate a bad shot that goes your way - it's just not done.

· Do not criticize the playing surface. Home or away!

· Do not criticize the performance of colleagues, no-one plays a bad bowl on purpose. In fact, you do not need to comment on every single bowl anyway!

· Do not coach other players on your rink- they won't thank you for it! Coaching is for coaching sessions - perhaps suggest that coaching sessions are a good way of practicing new found skills?

· Avoid delaying play by leaving the rink without the knowledge of the other players.

· Avoid interfering with the bowls in the head - STAY OUT OF THE HEAD - until the result of the end has been agreed upon by the players who are determining shots which is never the number 1.

· The edges of the green are fragile and should be treated with care. This includes, but is not limited to, wearing proper footwear, not dropping or tossing bowls on the green, and not spitting or pouring liquids (beer, tea, coffee, etc.) on the green.



· While standing at the head end waiting for the player on the mat to bowl stand dear of the markers so the bowler can see and use the markers to aim. Some players like to see the rink number too - bear that in mind. Keep in the confines of your rink though.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Bowlers not collecting the bowls after an end, (it is the number 1's job to collect), should assist by kicking the bowls into an approximate line, thus making it easier and faster to get bowls in place for the next end.

· Players at the head end should be ready to stop deflected bowls from crossing into the adjacent rink and interfering with neighbouring games; likewise1 be alert to bowls from adjacent rinks coming into and moving bowls in your head. Pay attention!

· NO SWEARING ON THE RINK - it is uncouth and will offend.

· All bowlers should shake hands at the conclusion of the game.

· Be a gracious winner and a good loser.

· All bowlers should remember to clear the equipment from the rink after their game.

· Buy a Bowls England Rule Book available from your coach.
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